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TRAINING OUTLINE

• Review of CAP disaster relief policies.
• Aerial damage observation missions.

• Transport of officials from other 
agencies

• Damage assessment flights
• Aerial photography 

• Safety



Natural Disasters
• Earthquakes.
• Floods.
• Wildfires.
• Hurricanes.
• Winter Storms.
• Tornadoes.
• Droughts. FEMA photo



Disaster Relief Mission Control
(CAPR 60-3)

• Primary responsibility for disaster relief 
belongs to town, county, and state agencies and 
other non-military federal agencies.

• CAP should be used only after all other 
resources have been committed.

• CAP resources operate under control of Air 
Force National Security Emergency 
Preparedness Office (AFNSEP) for disaster 
relief missions.



Mission Request Procedures

• Air Force Mission Designator (MD) numbers 
issued by AFNSEP are generally used in 
disaster relief missions.

• Local, state, or Red Cross officials who can 
obligate funds must make the request for CAP 
support to the CAP National Operations 
Center (NOC). 
– In general local officials must make request 

to the state Dept. of Emergency Management 
who contacts NOC.



National Weather Service 
Mission Requests (Per MOU)

• National Weather Service offices desiring CAP 
flights must first contact the Office of the 
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological 
Services and Supporting Research (OFCM).

• OFCM will make formal request to NOC who 
will provide them with mission numbers and 
contact information for CAP members who will 
fly the mission.   NWS will then work directly 
with local CAP to conduct mission.



Presidential Disaster 
Declaration Mission Requests

• Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) coordinates federal response 
(including CAP) after Presidential declaration.

• Requests from state officials will be sent to 
FEMA who will pass the request on to NOC.

• If approved, and AFNSEP MD# and a FEMA 
Task Order # will be issued.



CAP Corporate Disaster Relief 
Missions

• CAP can conduct peacetime disaster relief 
operations without an Air Force MD #.

• However, these missions may not be covered by 
federal benefits (FECA, FTCA, or USAF 
reimbursement) unless there is an MOU 
between the Wing and the State.

• Wing Commander must obtain Regional 
approval to conduct these missions.



National Operations Center (NOC)
• The NOC may directly 

control some CAP assets 
during a disaster
– GA-8 tasked by NOC for 

numerous missions.
– Can take priority over 

assignments planned for 
that aircraft at mission 
base.

– Will demand frequent 
mission updates.

– Some unresolved 
command and control 
issues.



Disaster Relief 
Aerial Mission Types

• Transport of emergency management 
officials.

• Damage assessment. 
• Aerial photography.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers photo



Transport of officials from other 
agencies



Transport of agency officials

• In certain situations other agencies will 
wish to conduct the damage assessment 
themselves, but need aerial 
transportation services from the CAP.
– FEMA.
– National Weather Service.

– State/Local emergency management 
officials.

– American Red Cross.



Flying with non-CAP members

• CAPR 60-1 authorizes emergency services 
workers to fly on CAP aircraft when required 
to support an actual emergency services 
mission.

• They must complete a CAP Form 9 Release for 
non-CAP Membersprior to the flight.

• Ensure that the requested flight is safe and 
feasible given aircraft/pilot capabilities.



Give them a good ride...

• Non-CAP members may have little or no flying 
experience.
– Provide a thorough pre-flight briefing.

– Be considerate:
• Steep turns and heat make for nauseated 

passengers.

• Provide sick sacks.
• If possible, have drinks and crackers on 

board.



Aerial Damage Assessment



Aerial Damage Assessment

• Difficult to assess many types of damage from 
the air.

• CAP likely to be tasked with preliminary 
assessments of large areas.

– Transportation routes (Roads, railroads, 
rivers).

– Critical structures (hospitals, power plants).

– Levee systems during floods.
– Locating areas of serious damage from 

hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, winter storms.



Transportation Routes





Empire Builder train derailed by 
tornado in Minnesota, 1931.
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North Carolina, 1916

Railroad bridge about to collapse
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